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Opening Sentence 

Officiant: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9 

 

Confession 

Officiant: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father, to set forth God’s praise, to hear God’s holy Word, and to ask, for 

ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 

salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship God, let 

us kneel in spirit, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 

obtain forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People (all muted): Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Invitatory  

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People (all muted): Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 

 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Said together, all muted. 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. Let us 

come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the caverns 

of the earth, and the heights of the hills are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and 

his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before the Lord our Maker. For he 

is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. Oh, that 

today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

 

The Lessons  

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 

Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 

was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 



breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And 

you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 

you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” 

says the Lord. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 130 

Said together, all muted. 
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

Romans 8:6-11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 

you. 



 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Response: The Song of Zechariah (Benedictus Dominus Deus, Luke 1: 68-79) 

Said together, all muted. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them free. He 

has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of his servant David. Through his 

holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, from the 

hands of all who hate us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember 

his holy covenant. This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to set us free from 

the hands of our enemies, Free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his 

sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 

Lord to prepare his way, To give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 

their sins. In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon 

us, To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our 

feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to 

him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 

do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night 

stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to 

him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 



that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 

God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly 

and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 

where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 

saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 

she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you 

laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews 

said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus 

said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, 

he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

 

Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



The Sermon/Reflection 

 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People (all muted) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People (all muted): Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

V.: Lord, keep this nation under your care;  

R.: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.: Let your way be known upon earth;  

R.: Your saving health among all nations.  

V.: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.: Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R.: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Collect for the Day 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 

bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 

and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
 

 



Intercessor: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord on behalf of 

the church, the world, and all who are in need, saying “Lord, have Mercy.” 

 

Other intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered at this time 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Said together, all muted. 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Closing Taize Chant Ubi Caritas 
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Officiant: Let us bless the lord 

Response: Thanks be to God 

Officiant: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13 

  



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer Requests 

Contact the church office to add or remove someone from our prayer list. 

For Those Who Do God's Work: Annie (in discernment) * Jess (in discernment) * Alex 

(seminarian) * Rebecca (seminarian) * Cuttington University * Episcopal Relief & 

Development * Winter Sanctuary * A Hand at Home * HopeNow * Freedom Center * 

New Directions * Head Start * Hospice * Humane Society * Interchurch * Habitat for 

Humanity * NAMI 

For the Sick/in Need: Addie & Dave, Alfred, Ben & Kay, Brian & Pattie, Carlos, Clayton, 

Clifford, David, Elda, Harry, Hazel & Len, Holden & Jenna & Alex, Jane, Julia, Justin, 

Karen & Earl, Karen & Ray, Laurie, Lori & Donna, Marco, Mary, Nicholas, Pam, Pat & 

Bill, Roger, Sharon, Stephanie & Brent, Theresa, Tim, Tony 

For Those Who Have Died: Jerry Clayton 

 

Announcements 

Onsite Worship Services Suspended   Harcourt will continue to seek alternate avenues 

of worshiping together and providing support to our members and the community. 

Please watch for updates via our e-mail newsletter and by visiting the new section of the 

parish website, HarcourtParish.org/COVID-19-information. 

Lent Evening Prayer    Gather online at 5pm Monday through Friday, through April 7. 

Please visit our website, HarcourtParish.org, for instructions on joining the Zoom online 

meeting platform. You can join Zoom via computer, tablet, mobile device, or phone. 

Virtual Pastoral Support   Your priest is still available to you and can be reached using 

her direct office phone number: 740-427-5353. If Mother Rachel is not in the office, she 

will receive an e-mail notice of your voice message and return your call as soon as she is 

able. 

Harcourt Parish, a historic Episcopal congregation, is a prayerful, thoughtful, serving 

community. We worship in the Church of the Holy Spirit, the chapel of Kenyon College. Fed 

here by Word and Sacrament, we go out—some to the college, some to the village and county, 

some to the larger Church and world—as heralds of Christ’s peace and love. 

We joyfully practice the Episcopal Church’s Baptismal Covenant, which calls us to “respect the 

dignity of every human being.” Seeker or believer or both or neither, from the Kenyon 

Community or beyond, straight or LGBTQ+, single or partnered, married or divorced, 

progressive or conservative or apolitical, of any ability, of any racial or ethnic or national 

identity–you are welcomed as part of God’s diverse creation. 

Texts from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  
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