
 

HARCOURT PARISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER WITH BAPTISM RENEWAL 

          APRIL 11, 2020  
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

 

Address and Prayer  

The Paschal Candle is lighted from a newly kindled fire. Leading with the Candle, we sing three times:  
 

Celebrant The light of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

All light their own candles. Candles stay lit until the Easter Acclamation. 

 

The Exsultet Sung by Cantors. Found on page 286 of the red Book of Common Prayer. 

 

THE LESSONS OF THE VIGIL  

 

First Lesson (Genesis 1:1-22)  

 

Collect  

 

Second Lesson (Exodus 14:10-15:1)  

 

Collect 

 

Third Lesson (Isaiah 55:1-11) 

 

Collect 

 

Fourth Lesson (Ezekiel 37:1-14) 

 

Collect  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD   

 

The Easter Acclamation 

After the altar candles have been lit from the Paschal Candle, all extinguish their candles. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



 

A Great Noise!  

Please shake and blow noisemakers, keys, etc. to joyfully proclaim the risen Lord. 

 

S 280 Sung together (muted) 
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: 

Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, 

being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Epistle   Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 

in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 

dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, 

he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 114 Said together (muted) 

1  Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 

 the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

 2  Judah became God's sanctuary * 

 and Israel his dominion. 

3  The sea beheld it and fled; * 

 Jordan turned and went back. 

 4  The mountains skipped like rams, * 

 and the little hills like young sheep. 

 5  What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 

 O Jordan, that you turned back? 

 6  You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 

 you little hills like young sheep? 

 7  Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 

 at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

 8  Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 

 and flint-stone into a flowing spring.  



 

 

The Holy Gospel (Matthew 28:1-10)   
 

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 

angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 

guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he 

has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples, `He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them 

and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 

Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 

there they will see me." 

 

Sermon 

 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  
 

The Celebrant asks the following questions.  
 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 

Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 
 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 

dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 
 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

 



 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

 

Celebrant 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 

eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Stand as you are able.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE  

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 

People And also with you 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts 

People We lift them up to the Lord 
 

Celebrant  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for 

the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

All sing. 

Holy Holy Holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest  



 

Celebrant  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 

the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 

of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send 

your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 

and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 

all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 

all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 

the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 



 

The Breaking of Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

The priest receives the elements of bread and wine on behalf of the congregation.  

 

All are invited to pray the prayer of spiritual communion (all muted). 

Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 

things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 

You. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant  

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 

in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Hymn 207 Jesus Christ is risen today  
 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

The Dismissal  

Celebrant Let us bless the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Postlude 


