
 HARCOURT PARISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

JULY 12, 2020         SEASON OF PENTECOST 

 

Prelude 

 

Greeting and Collect for Purity 

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Response: And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever.  
 

Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria (sung by all, muted) 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day  

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that 

they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace 

and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 



making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 

and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm (said by all, muted) 

Psalm 65:1-14 

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 

to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 

because of their transgressions. 

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, * 

but you will blot them out. 

4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 

they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 

5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, * 

O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

6 You make fast the mountains by your power; * 

they are girded about with might. 

7 You still the roaring of the seas, * 

the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 

you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 

the river of God is full of water. 

10 You prepare the grain, * 

for so you provide for the earth. 

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

12 You crown the year with your goodness, * 

and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 



13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  

and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

let them shout for joy and sing. 

 

Second Reading 

Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 

just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 

but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 

the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 

things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 

it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 

you. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia (sung by cantor)  

 

Gospel 

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around 

him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And 

he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as 

he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds 

fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 

they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 



“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 

this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, 

but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 

word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is 

the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 

word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  

 

Nicene Creed (said by all, muted) 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 



    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Intercessions 

Intercessor: Let us now pray for the church, and the world, and those who are in need. In 

the silence after each bidding, you are invited to offer your own prayers silently typed 

into the chat box.  
 

The officiant offers a concluding prayer. 

 

Hymn LEVAS #111 “Come Thou Fount” (sung by all, muted)  
 

1 Come, Thou fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount, O fix me on it. 

Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by thy help I’m come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

Surely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand’ring from the fold of God. 

He, to save my soul from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 
 

3 O, to grace how great a debtor, 

Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, 

Seal it from thy courts above. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (said by all) 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Dismissal  

Priest: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with us now and forever. Amen.  



 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Prayer Requests 

Contact the church office to add or remove someone from our prayer list. 

For Those Who Do God Work: Clarke, Jess (in discernment) * Alex (seminarian) * 

Cuttington University * Episcopal Relief and Development * Winter Sanctuary * A Hand 

at Home * HopeNow * Freedom Center * New Directions * Head Start * Hospice * 

Humane Society * Interchurch * Habitat for Humanity * NAMI 

For the Sick/in Need: Addie, Ben, Carlos, Carol, Clayton, Clifford, David, Elda, Harry, 

Hazel & Len, Holden & Jenna & Alex, Jane, Julia, Justin, Karen & Earl, Laurie, Leon, 

Lewis, Lori & Donna, Marc & Family, Marco, Mary, Menerva, Mike, Nicholas, Pam, Pat 

& Bill, Phil, Robert, Roger, Sharon, Sher, Theresa, Tim, Tony, Trish 

For Those Who Have Died: Beverly Hamilton, Richard Quaintance, Karen Strimple 

 

Announcements 

Mass on the Grass   Returning 4:30pm the first and third Sundays in July and August 

(July 19, Aug. 2 & 16). Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket and enjoy a time of 

worship and prayer in the shaded lawn by the chapel. In compliance with the guidelines 

from the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio, all those who attend are required to wear facial 

coverings and maintain a social distance from those outside their own household. 
 

Online Worship Services  Visit HarcourtParish.org/COVID-19-information for links. 
 

Evening Prayer Continues   Gather online at 5pm Monday through Friday. Visit our 

website, HarcourtParish.org, for instructions on joining the Zoom online meeting 

platform. You can join Zoom via computer, tablet, mobile device, or phone. 
 

Virtual Pastoral Support Your priest is still available to you and can be reached using 

her direct office phone number: 740-427-5353. Mother Rachel will receive an e-mail 

notice of your voice message and return your call as soon as she is able. 

 

 

 

Harcourt Parish, a historic Episcopal congregation, is a prayerful, thoughtful, serving community.  

We worship in the Church of the Holy Spirit, the chapel of Kenyon College. Fed here by Word and 

Sacrament, we go out—some to the college, some to the village and county, some to the larger Church 

and world—as heralds of Christ’s peace and love.  

We joyfully practice the Episcopal Church’s Baptismal Covenant, which calls us to “respect the dignity of 

every human being.” Seeker or believer or both or neither, from the Kenyon Community or beyond, 

straight or LGBTQ+, single or partnered, married or divorced, progressive or conservative or apolitical, 

of any ability, of any racial or ethnic or national identity–you are welcomed as part of  

God’s diverse creation. 
 

Texts from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  
 

Harcourt Parish Episcopal Church 

PO Box 377, 100 College-Park St., Gambier, OH 43022 

HarcourtParish.org    harcourt.parish@kenyon.edu    740.427.5223 

Priest: Rachel Kessler kesslerr@kenyon.edu 

Organist and Choir Director: Stan Osborn stanosborn@earthlink.net  
 

 


